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AUGUST 16, 2020                                             11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Sat.       5:00 pm    For the Christian Family of St. Mary Magdalene 

 Sun.      9:30 am   +Alice Long – Rosemary Kubas 

 

Sat.       5:00 pm   +Sandra Verba – Karen Verba 

Sun.      9:30 am     For the Christian Family of St. Mary Magdalene 

 

 ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING: (8/8-8/9) Saturday: 14 Adults, 0 children; 

Sunday: 32 adults 4 children. OFFERING: $2,887.00.  

 

SANCTUARY LIGHT:  +Beverly J. Eckard – Carol Koziol 

 

 

Governor DeWine has issued a mandate that anyone in a public place must 

wear a mask (unless health issues are a factor). Bishop Milan is affirming this 

mandate and asks that all parishioners attending 

 

 

 

Divine Liturgy wear a mask.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT THE SIMPLE BELIEVER EXPERIENCES IN CHURCH 
 

Just as he did a thousand years ago, so today the simple 

believer goes to church in order primarily to touch other 

worlds.  There, he breaths in the holy atmosphere of heaven.  

In a ‘sense,’ he is not interested in worship, in the way in 

which the ‘experts’ and ‘connoisseurs’ of all liturgical details 

are interested in it.  And he is not interested because by simply 

standing in God’s temple, he receives all that for which he 

thirsts and seeks; the light, the joy, and the comfort of the 

kingdom of God, the radiance that, in the words of Chekhov, 

beams from the faces of the old people who have just returned 

from Church.  What use could such a believer have for 

complex and refined explanations of what this or that rite 

presents, of what the opening and closing of the royal doors is 

supposed to mean?  He cannot keep up with all symbolisms, 

and they are unnecessary for his faith.  All he knows is that he 

has left his everyday life and has come to a place where everything is different and yet so essential, 

so desirable, so vital that it illumines and gives meaning to this entire life.  Likewise he knows, 

even if he cannot express it in words, that this other reality makes life itself worth living, for 

everything proceeds to it, everything is referred to it, everything is to be judged by it … by the 

kingdom of God it manifests.  And, finally, he knows that even if individual words or rites are 

unclear to him, the kingdom of God has been given to him in the church; in the common standing 

before God in the assembly of believers, in unity and in love. [Fr. Alexandar Schmemman] 

 

Note:  Children are, in fact, simple believers but they are experiencing all that was said above.  

Over the years they gradually begin to understand intellectually what they already understand 

spiritually in their souls.  That is why the Byzantine Church does not believe in having so-called 

“youth liturgies.”  They are unnecessary, not part of the Christian Tradition, and serve only to 

divide up the family and the people of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stmarymagdalenebyzantine.org/


GIVING AND RECEIVING THE GIFT OF LISTENING 

 

An old man was wondering if his wife had a hearing problem.  So one night he stood behind her while she 

was sitting in her lounge chair.  He spoke softly to her. “Honey, can you hear me?”  There was no response.  

He moved a little closer and said again, “Honey, can you hear me?”  Still there was no response.  Finally he 

moved right behind her and shouted, “HONEY, CAN YOU HEAR ME?”  She replied, “For the third time, 

Yes!” 

 

Some people, like this couple, are hard of hearing and it’s hard to communicate with them.  But it’s much 

more difficult to communicate with people who lack the desire to hear.  Such individuals can talk all day 

about themselves, but they have little interest in listening to others. 

 

Like a handicapped person sitting in a wheelchair, some people are actually incapable of listening to anyone 

else, even someone they love.  To our surprise and dismay, these people may be our spouses, parents, 

children, co-workers, priests, teachers or friends.  We try every possible way to communicate with them but 

nothing seems to work.  We want to help them, we try to assist them, but they choose not to listen.  They 

may be so sure of themselves that they consider it a sign of weakness to accept another’s opinion.  Ironically, 

they do not realize that we can help liberate them from their self-made prisons.  They are convinced that they 

know best.  They lack the gift of empathy. 

 

Consider St. Paul, who single-mindedly pursued the early Christians to persecute them.  He thought he was 

doing the right thing and helping the Roman Empire.  It took an act of God to snap Paul out of it on the road 

to Damascus.  Then the scales fell from his eyes, and he was born again. 

 

Remember that the frustration you feel toward obstinate people is the same way God feels towards you at 

times.  Am I stubborn?  Has anyone told me recently that I’m not listening?  How can I be a better listener?  

Have I been on my knees today to listen to God?  The Bible is full of stories about people who refused to 

listen to God.  Again and again God implores us to listen: “Be careful to listen to all these words which I 

command you, so that it may be well with you and your offspring forever.” (Deut.12:28) 

 

Adam and Eve refused to listen to God’s loving instructions and we feel the painful consequences today.  

Similarly, the Israelites turned away from God to worship golden idols and thus wandered in the desert for 40 

years.  Jonah detoured from his mission and was swallowed by a whale.  The disciples exasperated Jesus by 

failing to hear his message. 

 

The good news is that once we turn to God and lend Him our ears, we gain wisdom to listen to others and our 

relationships blossom like flowers.  God promises to listen to us when we pray. Perhaps we can return the 

favor by listening to others. 

 

O Lord make me a better listener.  Open my ears to let me hear your voice. Give me empathy and a desire to 

ease the burden of others by listening to them. 

 

 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IN HEAVEN? 
 

I dreamt that I went to Heaven and an angel was showing me around. We walked side-by-side 

inside a large workroom filled with angels.  My angel guide stopped in front of the first section 

and said, "This is the Receiving Section. Here, all petitions to God said in prayer are received." I 

looked around in this area, and it was terribly busy with so many angels sorting out petitions 

written on voluminous paper sheets and scraps from people all over the world. 

 

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the second section. The angel then said 

to me, "This is the Packaging and Delivery Section. Here, the graces and blessings the people 

asked for are processed and delivered to the living persons who asked for them."  I noticed again 

how busy it was there. There were many angels working hard at that station, since so many 

blessings had been requested and were being packaged for delivery to Earth. 

 

Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very small station. To 

my great surprise, only one angel was seated there, idly doing nothing. "This is the 

Acknowledgment Section," my angel friend quietly admitted to me. He seemed embarrassed "How 

is it that? There's no work going on here?" I asked.  "So sad," the angel sighed... "After people 

receive the blessings that they asked for, very few send back acknowledgments. 

 

"How does one acknowledge God's blessings?" I asked.  "Simple," the angel answered. "Just say, 

"Thank you, Lord." "What blessings should they acknowledge?" I asked.  "If you have food in the 

refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep ... you are richer than 75% 

of this world.  "If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish, you are 

among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy."  Also ....."If you woke up this morning with more 

health than illness.....you are more blessed than the many who will not even survive this day.  "If 

you have never experienced the fear in battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, 

or the pangs of starvation…you are ahead of 700 million people in the world. 

 

"If you can attend a church service without the fear of harassment, arrest, torture or death ... you 

are envied by, and more blessed than, three billion people in the world.  "If your parents are still 

alive and still married  ... you are very rare. If you can hold your head up and smile, you are not the 

norm, you are unique to all those in doubt and despair."  Ok, what now? How can I start? 

 

Attn: Acknowledge Dept.: Thank You Lord!  "Thank you Lord, for giving me the ability to share 

this message and for giving me so many wonderful people to share it with."  

 

Psalms 46:10..."Be still and know that I am God!"  

 



WHY DO WE GIVE THE “BREAD” AND “WINE” ON A SPOON? 

 
Our Church fervently believes when Jesus said “take this and eat…” and “drink of 

this all of you….” He meant for us to receive His Sacred Body and Precious Blood 

when we “go to Communion.”  For centuries the Church has maintained a way for 

that command to “eat” and “drink” to be carried out in a most symbolic and 

convenient manner: together as a whole.  What looks like bread is no longer simply 

that – what looks and tastes like wine also is transformed.  Their physical, chemical 

properties remain, yet their substance is changed. 

 

When the priest repeats Jesus’ words [note – in the first person singular] first over the 

bread and again over wine – our faith “informs” us that what was previously bread 

and wine becomes the Body of Christ and the Blood of Christ.  Here the Sacrifice of 

Christ is made real.  Body and Blood are separated.  This recalls Christ’s words on 

the Cross: “it is consummated.”  Yet during the course of the Divine Liturgy, the 

Gifts (Christ’s Body and Blood) are re-joined to show that Christ was not destroyed 

by His sacrifice.  He is alive, whole and entire, body, soul, humanity and divinity! 

 

The chalice is the repository of the victorious Jesus.  This is why some people venerate it after receiving the 

“Holy Gifts”.  The Christ, Messiah, is there for our nourishment.  It is no coincidence that the chalice and the 

spoon are gold plated precious metal.  They give a visual impression that what they contain is something of 

great value.  The spoon which is used to distribute the Holy Eucharist is a special instrument – reminiscent of 

the tongs which the Angel used to take a burning coal from the Altar in order to touch the lips of Isaiah to 

purify him of his sins (Isaiah 6:7).  Note the words of the priest after the last person receives the Holy 

Eucharist.  He is quoting Isaiah 6:7. 

 

From a purely spiritual perspective, the Holy Gifts are exactly that:  sacred, imbued with the fullness of 

God’s presence and grace, and are divine (not human) gifts; “for every good and perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from You the Father of lights” (Prayer behind the Ambon – Divine Liturgy).  If we truly 

believe in God, we know quite well that God would never allow harm to come to us, most especially in the 

[worthy] reception of Holy Communion. 

 

Historically early Christians received Communion from the celebrant, a portion of the consecrated Bread 

placed into their hands.  They then drank from the chalice.  Some ancient liturgies – the Alexandrian Liturgy 

of St. Mark and the Jerusalemite Liturgy of St. James – still commune the laity this way.  (The Roman 

Church sometimes uses this option.  Because of the fear of accidents, the Byzantine Church adopted the use 

of tongs with which the elements were mingled and placed carefully into the mouths of the communicants.  

By the ninth century, the Church changed to the Communion spoon for the same practical reasons, a practice 

that remains in use today, which has become for us the “better” way. 

 

 

COMMUNION IN OUR CHURCH 

 

I am Christian but not Catholic, and my boyfriend is Catholic.  We 

live near a Catholic church and he likes to go there.  I enjoy going to 

church, and while I miss things about my home church, I’m fine 

with going to my boyfriend’s church too.  The problem is 

communion.  I’d like to take communion at my boyfriend’s church 

but I’ve been told I’m not allowed to do so because I am not 

Catholic.  My church states all who believe in Christ are welcome to 

share in communion.  Out of respect for the Catholic Church, I don’t 

participate but it’s uncomfortable.  I especially miss taking 

communion at Easter.  What is the truth about this?  The priest says 

all are welcome in the church and he wants everyone to feel 

comfortable, yet I am unsure if that means I can take communion. 

 

The Eucharist is not an appetizer.  It is, according to Catholic belief, 

the presence of God’s Body in the form of Bread and Wine.  To take 

communion, you must believe that the presence of God is not just 

symbolically in the Bread and Wine, but actually is the Body and 

Blood of Christ.  Because non-Catholics do not believe this, they 

cannot take communion. 

 

There is just one exception to this rule.  Orthodox Christians (such 

as the Greek Orthodox) may take communion in our church or any 

Catholic church.  The reason for this is that Orthodox Christianity also teaches and believes in the 

real (actual) presence of God in the Bread and Wine. 

 

The question of whether this spiritual reciprocity extends the other way is a little more 

problematic.  If a Catholic person has no other place to take communion, an Orthodox Church 

would most certainly accommodate him or her.  However, the practice of Catholics taking 

communion at Orthodox Divine Liturgies is generally not encouraged by the Orthodox Churches. 

 

Our suggestion is to join your boyfriend as a guest in his Catholic Church without feeling rejected. 

 This is not a matter of etiquette or manners, but relates instead to deep theological beliefs. 

 

 


