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March 24, 2019         THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

 

Sat.         5:00 pm   For the Christian Family of St. Mary Magdalene 

Sun.        9:30 am  +John Kornick – Joseph and Jeanne Kornick 

 

Mon.       7:00 pm FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS   

   Intention of Adeline & Laurie Tkach  

 

Wed.       7:00 pmLiturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts  

 

Fri.         7:00 pm   Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts                                            

     4th All Souls Saturday Panakhida 
 

Sat.         5:00 pm   For the Christian Family of St. Mary Magdalene 

Sun.        9:30 am  +Alex & Frances Koziol 

   4:00 pm   Sunday Vespers for Lent 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING: (3/9 – 3/10) Saturday: 24 adults;  

Sunday: 40 adults, 12 children. Pre-Sanctified: Wed.: 16 adults; Friday: 20 adults. 

OFFERING:  $2,682.00 

 

 

SUNDAY LENTEN VESPERS  are being celebrated in the various parishes in the Ohio 

Deanery, St. Mary Magdalene Parish will host the other parishes next Sunday at 4 with a guest 

speaker. 

 

LITURGY STIPENDS NEEDED:  If you wish to make any liturgy intentions please contact 

Fr. John, there are no more left in the parish. 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE POOR:  There are Lenten cards in the back of the church to help 

you fulfill the almsgiving of “to pray, fast, and give alms” during Lent.    The donations will be 

deposited in our “St. Nicholas” Account for the poor.   

 

CONFESSION BOOKLETS AND EPHRAIM PRAYER CARDS are available in the 

vestibule.  Please take them and use them during Lent. 

 

WE WILL BE PINCHING pirohi again on Saturday, April 6th beginning at 9:00 am. 

 Come and have some fun! 

 

LENTEN AFTERNOON OF REFLECTION  for the men of our area parishes.  Saturday, 

March 30th, from 1-5 pm at the cathedral;  prayer, talks, light refreshments will complete the 

afternoon.  Any questions, contact Deacon Gregory Loya at gregloya@yahoo.com 

 

 

Prayers for the Coming Week 

 
Heavenly Father, Help us remember that the jerk who cut us off in traffic last 

night is a single mother who worked nine hours that day and is rushing home to 

cook dinner, help with homework, do the laundry and spend a few precious 

moments with her children. 

 

Help us to remember that the pierced, tattooed, disinterested young man who can't 

make change correctly is a worried 19-year-old college student, balancing his 

apprehension over final exams with his fear of not getting his student loans for next semester. 

 

Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum, begging for money in the same spot every day (who 

really ought to get a job!) is a slave to addictions that we can only imagine in our worst nightmares. 

 

Help us to remember that the old couple walking annoyingly slow through the store aisles and 

blocking our shopping progress are savoring this moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy 

report she got back last week, this will be the last year that they go shopping together. 

 

Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of all the gifts you give us, the greatest gift is love. It is 

not enough to share that love with those we hold dear. Open our hearts not to just those who are 
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close to us, but to all humanity. Let us be slow to judge and quick to forgive, show patience, 

empathy and love. 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS IN THE EASTERN CHURCH 

 
In the course of history no symbol has expressed the mentality of Christians more faithfully than 

the cross. The cross is the concrete expression of the Christian mystery, of victory through 

defeat, of glory through humiliation, of life through death. It is the symbol of a God who became 

man to die as a slave to save creatures. It is the symbol of a life that is not afraid to look to the 

height and breadth and depth of things because in every direction its arms remain outstretched. 

It is interesting to note that long before Christ the symbol of the cross was held in high esteem and 

venerated by many pagan cultures as a sacred sign of the stability and the integrity of the universe 

pointing to the four directions of the compass and gathering to itself the entire cosmos. More 

amazing still this ancient symbol would in the "fullness of time" become the instrument of 

redemption and the means of the glorification of the Son of Man as St. John Chrysostom says: "I 

call him king because I see him crucified: it belongs to the king to die for his subjects." Crucifixion, 

death, salvation, kingship, glory - the cross! 

Because the pagan world could not and would not understand such a deep mystery, such 

"foolishness," the early Christians hesitated to use the cross openly as the sign of the new faith. 

When it did appear it was usually disguised as an anchor or was intertwined amid vines. With the 

liberation of the Church from persecution under the Emperor Constantine, however, the cross slowly 

emerged as the sign of the Christians. Eusebius relates that the cross even supplanted the Roman 

eagles on the military standards–En touto nika (Gain the victory with this). 

Despite their reticence to use the cross as a public symbol before the fourth century, the Christians 

did make wide use of it as early as the second and third centuries to sign themselves on the 

forehead. In the second century Tertullian reports: "In all our travels and movements, in all our 

coming in and going out,...whatever employment occupies us, we mark our foreheads with the sign 

of the cross." "Let us not be ashamed to confess the Crucified," writes St. Cyril of Jerusalem in the 

fourth century. "Let the cross be our seal, made with boldness by our fingers on our brow and in 

everything..." 

By the sixth century in the East, probably due to the raging Monophysite heresy which denied the 

double nature of Christ as both God and man, two fingers began to be used to trace the sign of the 

cross, now no longer only on the forehead but more boldly with a larger sign made  on the body.  

The succeeding centuries saw further modifications emanate from Eastern tradition because of a 

desire to profess more explicitly the belief in the triune God and the double nature in Christ. The 

thumb and two fingers were extended to symbolize the Trinity while the ring finger and little finger 

were folded back on the palm to profess the God-Man, Jesus Christ. 

This newer usage also spread to the Western Church where we read Pope Leo 

IV writing in the middle of the ninth century instructing his clergy: "Sign the 

chalice and the host with a proper cross... with two fingers outstretched and 

the thumb hidden within them, by which the Trinity is symbolized. Take head 

to make this sign rightly."  

In the thirteenth century Pope Innocent III directed most explicitly that the 

sign of the cross be made with three fingers from the forehead to the breast 

and from the right to the left shoulder, the actual way it still is made by the 

majority of Eastern Christians.  

The Western Church retained this ancient form till about the fourteenth century when gradually the 

open hand was introduced and the sign began to be made in an inverted fashion from left to right, 

perhaps mistakenly following the lead of the priest who in blessing inverts his movement so it 

would be seen correctly by the congregation before him. 

Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholics place great emphasis on the sign of the cross as a 

profession of faith in the three basic doctrines of Christianity: the Holy Trinity, the double nature 

in Christ, and the mystery of 

Redemption. The gesture is presently 

made by joining the fingers (thumb, 

index and middle finger together and 

erect; third and little finger down on the 

palm) and lifting the hand first to the 

forehead, then to the heart, to the right and then the left shoulder. In the Scriptures right always 

represents good and left evil and in the Creed the Son is said to sit at the right had of the Father–

thus the signing of the right shoulder first. Eastern Christians sign themselves often especially at 

every mention of the name of the Holy Trinity and in conjunction with a bow made to reverence 

holy things such as the altar or an icon. 

The sign of the cross is a symbol of faith, a sign that shall be contradicted, a standard to lead on 

toward final victory as St. John of Damascus teaches: "For wherever the sign shall be there also 

shall He be." 

by Archpriest Armand J. Jacopin 

 

 



 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST 

SUNDAY OF THE VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

On the Third Sunday of Great and Holy Lent, the Eastern Church 

commemorates the Precious and Life-Giving Cross of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Services include a special veneration of the Cross, which 

prepares the faithful for the commemoration of the Crucifixion during Holy 

Week.  The commemoration and ceremonies of the Third Sunday of Lent are 

closely parallel to the feasts of the Veneration of the Cross (September 14) 

and the Procession of the Cross (August 1). Not only does the Sunday of the 

Holy Cross prepare us for commemoration of the Crucifixion, but it also 

reminds us that the whole of Lent is a period when we are crucified with 

Christ. 

As we have “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24), and will have 

mortified ourselves during these forty days of the Fast, the precious and life-giving Cross is now 

placed before us to refresh our souls and encourage us who may be filled with a sense of bitterness, 

resentment, and depression. The Cross reminds us of the Passion of our Lord, and by presenting to 

us His example, it encourages us to follow Him in struggle and sacrifice, being refreshed, assured, 

and comforted. In other words, we must experience what the Lord experienced during His Passion - 

being humiliated in a shameful manner. The Cross teaches us that through pain and suffering we 

shall see the fulfillment of our hopes: the heavenly inheritance and eternal glory 

The present feast has been placed in the middle of Great Lent for another reason. The Fast 

can be likened to the spring of Marah whose waters the children of Israel encountered in the 

wilderness. This water was undrinkable due to its bitterness but became sweet when the Holy 

Prophet Moses dipped the wood into its depth. Likewise, the wood of the Cross sweetens the days 

of the Fast, which are bitter and often grievous because of our tears. Yet Christ comforts us during 

our course through the desert of the Fast, guiding and leading us by His hand to the spiritual 

Jerusalem on high by the power of His Resurrection. 

Moreover, as the Holy Cross is called the Tree of Life, it is placed in the middle of the Fast, 

as the ancient tree of life was placed in the middle of the Garden of Eden. By this, our Holy Fathers 

wished to remind us of Adam’s gluttony as well as the fact that through this Tree has condemnation 

been abolished. Therefore, if we bind ourselves to the Holy Cross, we shall never encounter death 

but shall inherit life eternal. 

 

 

BURYING THE PROVERBIAL HATCHET 

 
Forgiving people when they apologize is one thing; but have you ever tried to 

forgive someone who has hurt you and never shown any remorse?  Not so 

easy, is it?  It’s tough to bury that hatchet 

 

Even after years spent developing a relationship, a single harsh statement or 

thoughtless act can destroy everything we feel for that person.  We forget 

the good and play the bitter, vindictive scenarios in our minds. 

 

When someone hurts us, we have choices.  We can go our separate ways and 

never talk again.  We can live with the anger.  We can bear grudges, nurse hate, and 

seek revenge.  We can pretend everything is fine and just bury our feelings.  Or we can face the 

person and talk things through…and then forgive. 

 

Of course, the last choice is the healthy one.  Even if the person who wronged you refuses to 

change or take responsibility, you can still let go of pride and bring closure and healing – for 

your own sake. 

 

Forgetting is the hardest part of forgiving.  We bury the hatchet; but when we leave the handle 

sticking out of the ground, we’re just giving the pain permission to continue cutting us.  Bury 

the handle!  Cancel the debt!  This is the only way to experience freedom. 

 

 Fasting 
If I do, or if I don’t  

Doesn’t mean you will or won’t. 

Don’t ask, don’t tell, 

Don’t even bother. 

Keep it ‘tween yourself and the Father. 

It isn’t what we eat and drink, 

It’s what we say, and do, and think. 

So give up these evil practices instead, 

And at the end of Lent, you’ll come out ahead. 


