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AUGUST 2, 2020                                                   9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Sat.       5:00 pm  +John Sissock – Koenig Family    

Sun.      9:30 am   For the Christian Family of St. Mary Magdalene 

 

Wed.    7:00 pm   VIGIL FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

             Blessing of Fruit 

         +Leo Surniak – Deacon Dan Surniak 

Thurs.   9:00 am    FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

         +Bill Basalla  - Joe & Joan Verba 

                             Blessing of Fruit 

 

Sat.       5:00 pm  +Sophia, +Lance Kubas – Rosemary Kubas (from 4/26/20)    

Sun.      9:30 am   For the Christian Family of St. Mary Magdalene 

              +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING:  (7/18 – 7/19) Saturday: 22 Adults, 4 children; 

Sunday: 30 adults 4 children. OFFERING: $1450.00.  

 

SANCTUARY LIGHT:  +John Sissock – Koenig Family 

 

 

Governor DeWine has issued a mandate that anyone in a public place must 

wear a mask (unless health issues are a factor). Bishop Milan is affirming this 

mandate and asks that all parishioners attending Divine Liturgy wear a 

mask.  

 
 

THE DONATION PLAQUE for the donations made for the new icons etc. is in the vestibule 

of the church.  Thanks to Carol Koziol for taking care of this project. 

 

 

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION - AUG. 6  

 
 Jesus goes before us to show us the way — both up the mountain 

and into heaven — and (I say it boldly) it is for us now to follow 

Him with all speed, yearning for the heavenly vision that will give 

us a share in His radiance, renew our spiritual nature, and transform 

us into His own likeness, making us forever sharers in His 

Godhead, and raising us to heights as yet undreamed of.  Let us run 

with confidence and joy to enter into the cloud like Moses and 

Elijah, or like James and John.  Let us be caught up, like Peter, to 

behold the divine vision and to be transfigured by that glorious 

transfiguration. Let us retire from the world, stand aloof from the 

earth, rise above the body, detach ourselves from Creatures, and 

turn to the Creator, to whom Peter in ecstasy exclaimed: Lord, it is 

good for us to be here! It is indeed good for us to be here, as you have said, Peter! It is good to 

be with Jesus, and to remain here forever!  

 

 

BLESSING OF FRUIT ON FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
 

Because this feast occurs during the harvest season, it 

is used as “thanksgiving day”.  In the Byzantine 

Church, when in some places vineyards and 

grapes are blessed, and in others fresh fruits, to 

represent the ‘first-fruits” of the harvest, it is an 

expression of thanksgiving to God for his guiding 

hand during the growing season.  The Feast of Transfiguration is 

a fitting time: as they celebrate the manifestation of God’s presence, the people also give 

thanks for His presence in their lives.  Fruit, symbol of the good things of life, is blessed to 

become the sign of God’s grace in life, of His presence among us. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stmarymagdalenebyzantine.org/


 
FAST BEFORE THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION 

 

 According to tradition, our Blessed Mother, in 

preparation for her death, prayed and fasted.  In imitation of 

her and for proper spiritual preparation for the glorious Feast 

of her Dormition, the Church recommends a fasting period of 

two weeks beginning on the first of August, and ending on the 

Feast of the Dormition.   

 Days of fasting play an important part in the liturgical 

year.  Fasting is one of the classic forms of penance, one of 

the great means of making atonement.  It is an abstinence we 

voluntarily impose on ourselves as a penance for our sins.  

The Holy Scripture, both Old and New Testaments, are filled 

with praises of the holy practice of fasting.  St. Basil, St. John 

Chrysostom, and St. Gregory make the remarks that the 

commandment put upon Adam and Eve in the garden of 

paradise was one of abstinence, and because they had not 

exercised this virtue, they brought every kind of evil upon 

themselves and upon their children.  The life of denial, self-control, and of fasting was the 

clearest example of the law of penance imposed by god on the rebelliousness of mankind. 

 In the early days of the Church, fasting was obligatory on nearly half of the days of the 

year.  The manner also in which the fasting was to be performed was very strict.  Today the 

practice of fasting is not so strict and demanding.  Since fasting is not only preparation for a 

worthy celebration of certain great feasts, but also a way to show sorrow and sadness, we make 

a distinction between the kinds of fast.  There are yearly fasts, weekly fasts, and daily fasts.  The 

fast that comes before the Feast of the Dormition is one of the yearly Fasts.  It comes each year 

from August 1st until August 15th.  This fast, according to the new liturgical laws, is no longer 

binding upon us.  However, it is recommended as a good way to prepare for this, the greatest 

Feast of the Holy Mother of God.  What a wonderful way to show our love for the Mother of 

God. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING FRUIT 

TO BLESS ON THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
 

 

 
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

 
Jesus Christ, in speaking to His disciples, often told them that 

He was to go to Jerusalem to receive suffering at the hands of the high 

priests and the teachers of the Law that he was to be killed and to be 

resurrected on the third day. The apostles believed that Jesus was the 

long awaited Messiah, but they were deeply distressed at the thought of 

His suffering and could not bear to hear that He, the Son of God and 

the Messiah, would be degraded, would suffer, and would die. The 

disciples still had earthly hopes about the glory of the Savior. They 

hoped that Jesus would free Judea from the Roman Empire's rule and 

would restore the Kingdom of Israel. 

 

To strengthen their faith for the time when they would see Him suffering and to take 

their minds off earthly thoughts, Jesus Christ showed His disciples His Divine glory. Not long 

before His suffering, Jesus took three of His disciples - Peter, James, and John - and led them 

up a high mountain, Tabor, to pray. Walking a little distance from them, He began to pray 

while the exhausted disciples fell asleep. When they awoke, they saw their Teacher 

transfigured: His face shone like the sun, and His clothing was white as snow and glittering 

like light. And standing with Jesus were two prophets - Moses and Elijah - who appeared in 

their heavenly glory to talk with Jesus about how He would soon fulfill God's purpose by 

suffering and dying in Jerusalem. "When they awakened, they saw His glory and the two men 

who stood with Him. And it came to pass as they departed from Him, Peter said unto Jesus, 

'Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for Thee, and one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah' - not knowing what he was saying" (Luke 9:32-33). "While he 

yet spoke, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them. And behold, a voice out of the cloud, 

said, 'THIS IS MY BELOVED SON IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. HEAR YE HIM!' And 

when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and 

touched them and said, 'Arise, and be not afraid.' And when they had lifted up their eyes, they 

saw no man, except Jesus only. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged 

them, saying, 'Tell the vision to no man until the Son of Man be risen again from the dead' 

(Matt. 17:5-9). The disciples fell to the ground in fear. Jesus came near them, touched them 

and said: "Arise, do not be afraid." The disciples arose and saw Jesus as He always was. When 

they were descending from the mountain, Jesus commanded them not to speak of what they 

had seen until He had arisen from the dead.  After such proof of His Divine glory, the apostles' 

faith in Christ as the Son of God could no longer be swayed. 

 

 

 



 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION 

  

Forty days before He was delivered to an ignominious death for 

our sins, our Lord revealed to three of His disciples the glory of His 

Divinity. 

“And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother and 

bringeth them up into a high mountain apart; and was transfigured 

before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was 

white as the light” (Matt. 17:1-2). This was the event to which our Lord 

was referring when He said, “There be some standing here which shall 

not taste of death till they see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom” 

(Matt. 16:28). By this means the faith of the disciples was strengthened 

and prepared for the trial of our Lord’s approaching passion and death; 

and they were able to see in it not mere human suffering, but the entirely 

voluntary passion of the Son of God. 

The disciples saw also Moses and Elijah talking with our Lord, 

and thereby they understood that He was not Himself Elijah or another 

of the prophets, as some thought, but someone much greater: He Who 

could call upon the Law and the Prophets to be His witnesses, since He 

was the fulfillment of both. 

The three parables of the feast concern the appearance of God to Moses 

and Elijah on Mount Sinai, and it is indeed appropriate that the greatest God-seers of the Old 

Testament should be present at the glorification of the Lord in His New Testament, seeing for the 

first time His humanity, even as the disciples were seeing for the first time His Divinity. 

The Transfiguration, counted by the Church as one of the “Twelve Great Feasts,” had an 

important place in the Church calendar already in the fourth century, as the homilies and sermons of 

such great Fathers as Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Ephraim the Syrian, and Saint Cyril of 

Alexandria attest; its origins go back to the first Christian centuries. In the fourth century also, Saint 

Helena erected a church on Mount Tabor, the traditional site of the Transfiguration, dedicated to the 

Feast. Although the event celebrated in the Feast occurred in the month of February, forty days 

before the Crucifixion, the Feast was early transferred to August because its full glory and joy could 

not be fittingly celebrated amid the sorrow and repentance of Great Lent. The sixth day of August 

was chosen as being forty days before the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross (September 14th, old 

style), when Christ’s Passion is again remembered. 

Eastern theology sees in the Transfiguration a pre-figurement of our Lord’s Resurrection 

and His Second Coming, and more than this - since every event of the Church calendar has an 

application to the individual spiritual life - of the transformed state in which Christians shall appear 

at the end of the world, and in some measure even before then. In the foreshadowing of future glory 

which is celebrated in this Feast, the Holy Church comforts her children by showing them that after 

the temporary sorrows and deprivations with which this earthly life is filled, the glory of eternal 

blessedness will shine forth; and in it even the body of the righteous will participate. 

It is a pious custom to offer fruits to be blessed at this feast; and this offering of 

thanksgiving to God contains a spiritual sign, too. Just as fruits ripen and are transformed under 

the action of the summer sun, so is man called to a spiritual transfiguration through the light of 

God’s word by means of the Sacraments. Some saints, (for example - Saint Seraphim of Sarov), 

under the action of this life-giving grace, have shone bodily before men even in life with this same 

uncreated Light of God’s glory; and that is another sign to us of the heights to which we, as 

Christians, are called and the state that awaits us - to be transformed in the image of Him Who was 

transfigured on Mount Tabor. 

 

 
SYMBOLS OF IMPORTANT DAYS  

 

When our birthday comes, we celebrate with a cake, Fourth of July with fireworks, and 

Christmas with gifts. In the same way, certain big days on the Church Calendar are associated 

with certain concrete symbols. At Transfiguration, which we celebrate on August 6, we think 

of bringing grapes, apples and other fruits to the Church for a blessing. This blessing is a 

beautiful sign of the final transfiguration of all things in Christ. It signifies the ultimate 

flowering and fruitfulness of all creation in God's Paradise, where all will be transformed by 

the glory of the Lord.  The disciples expected a conquering Messiah; instead, Jesus gave them 

His first prediction of His suffering, death, and resurrection. (16:21). This was so difficult to 

wrap their minds around that even Peter who had just got his confession right this time got it 

completely wrong. Earlier he had declared Jesus to be the Son of God, but now denying Jesus' 

God-given mission made him at that moment a tool of Satan (16:23).  Jesus next explained 

what it truly means to be His disciple (16:24-27). Discipleship requires self-denial and 

suffering. It's not about self-fulfillment, "personal growth," or one's own glory. It means we 

must not pursue earthly goals but instead live with our soul's eternal destiny in view. The Son 

of God will reward such disciples according to what they have done.  

Jesus asked for a lot then He showed His disciples (and us) that He is worth it. The 

Transfiguration revealed Jesus' divine nature. The disciples were terrified and awed by His 

glory. But they couldn't put the ideas of suffering and glory together, which is why Jesus 

repeated His earlier prediction. (17:12).  

 

 

 

 

 


